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Introductory Chapter: Numerical
Simulation

Ali Soofastaei

1. Introduction

A numerical simulation is an influential tool scientists and engineers use to
model and analyze complex systems. From the behavior of subatomic particles to the
dynamics of the universe, numerical simulation has become an indispensable tool for
understanding the world around us.

At its core, numerical simulation involves using mathematical models to describe
a system’s behavior. These models can predict the system’s behavior under differ-
ent conditions, allowing researchers to test theories and explore new ideas without
expensive and time-consuming experimentation.

The process of numerical simulation involves a series of steps. First, a mathemati-
cal model is developed that accurately represents the system being studied. This
model can take many forms, depending on the nature of the system and the questions
being asked. For example, a water flow model through a pipe might be based on fluid
mechanics principles. In contrast, a chemical reaction model might be found on
principles of thermodynamics and kinetics.

Once the model has been developed, it must be translated into a form that a
computer can understand. This often involves writing code in a programming lan-
guage such as Python or C++, which can be executed on a computer. The code typi-
cally includes algorithms that simulate the system’s behavior over time based on the
mathematical model.

Simulations can be run on various computer systems, from desktop computers to
supercomputers. The amount of computational power required depends on the com-
plexity of the model and the size of the system being studied. For example, simulating
a single molecule’s behavior might only need a few minutes on a desktop computer,
while simulating the behavior of an entire ecosystem could require days or even weeks
on a supercomputer.

As numerical simulation continues to evolve, it is also essential for researchers
to explore new frontiers and develop new approaches and techniques. For example,
machine learning and artificial intelligence are opening up new opportunities
in numerical simulation by enabling simulations to be run more efficiently and
accurately.

The future of numerical simulation is exciting and filled with possibilities. One
promising area of research is the development of multiscale simulations, which can
model systems at multiple levels of complexity, from the atomic to the macroscopic.
As aresult, multiscale simulations can provide a complete understanding of complex
systems and can be used to design new materials and devices with novel properties.
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Over the past few decades, numerical simulation has grown in popularity and
sophistication, driven partly by computer technology advances and new simulation
methods and algorithms.

Furthermore, integrating numerical simulation with other emerging technologies,
such as artificial intelligence, robotics, and quantum computing, is expected to open
up new opportunities for research and development. For example, using artificial
intelligence in numerical simulation can help identify patterns and relationships in
complex datasets, leading to more accurate predictions and better insights.

2. Advantages/Use cases

One of the critical benefits of numerical simulation is that it allows researchers
to explore the behavior of a system under a wide range of conditions. For example, a
model of climate change might be used to examine the impact of different levels of
greenhouse gas emissions. In climate science, numerical simulation has been used
to model the Earth’s climate system and predict future changes in the climate. These
models have helped scientists understand human activities impact on the environ-
ment and develop strategies for mitigating the effects of climate change [1].

The numerical simulation also allows researchers to investigate systems that are
difficult or impossible to study experimentally. For example, simulating the behavior
of subatomic particles in a particle accelerator might be the only way to explore
specific aspects of their behavior.

One example of the impact of numerical simulation can be seen in aerospace
engineering. Simulations have been used to design and optimize aircraft, spacecraft,
and rockets, reducing the need for expensive and time-consuming physical test-
ing. Numerical simulation has also been used to study air flow around wings and
other aerodynamic surfaces, leading to improved designs that are more efficient and
produce less noise [2].

Another example can be seen in biotechnology, where simulations have been
used to study the behavior of proteins and other biological molecules. For example,
simulations have been used to predict the behavior of drug molecules in the human
body, helping researchers to develop new treatments for diseases such as cancer and
Alzheimers.

Moreover, numerical simulation has also found application in finance, where it
is used to model the behavior of financial markets and evaluate risk. For example,
Monte Carlo simulation is a popular technique for estimating financial instruments’
value and assessing the associated risk. In addition, simulations can test the impact of
different market conditions on a portfolio, helping investors make informed decisions
about their investments [3].

In materials science, numerical simulation has been used to study the properties
and behavior of materials at the atomic and molecular levels. These simulations can
provide insight into the fundamental mechanisms that govern the conduct of materi-
als and can be used to design new materials with specific properties.

Another area where numerical simulation is increasingly being used is in the
development of autonomous vehicles. Simulations can be used to test and refine the
behavior of self-driving cars, trucks, and drones, allowing developers to ensure that
they are safe and reliable before they are deployed on the roads or in the air [4].

In recent years, there has been growing interest in using machine learning and
artificial intelligence to enhance numerical simulation capabilities. Machine learning
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algorithms can improve the accuracy and efficiency of simulations by learning from
data and identifying patterns in the behavior of the system being studied.

Researchers must collaborate across disciplines and share their knowledge and
expertise to harness numerical simulations powerfully. Many of the most complex
and challenging problems facing science and engineering today require input from
experts in multiple fields, and collaboration and communication are essential for
making progress.

Furthermore, developing numerical simulation tools and algorithms requires
significant investment in research and development. Therefore, governments and
private industry must continue to invest in developing new simulation methods and
algorithms and the hardware and software infrastructure necessary to run simula-
tions efficiently [5].

In addition, efforts must be made to ensure that the benefits of numerical simula-
tion are accessible to all. Access to computational resources can be expensive, and
researchers in developing countries and underfunded institutions may need access
to the resources they need to conduct simulations. As such, efforts must be made to
promote equity and access to resources, to ensure that all researchers have the tools
they need to progress in their fields.

Researchers must communicate their findings to the public in an understandable
and accessible way. The results of numerical simulations can have far-reaching impli-
cations for society, and the public needs to understand the impact of this research.
Therefore, researchers must work to communicate their findings clearly and transpar-
ently and engage in dialog with the public about the ethical and societal implications
of their work [6].

In addition, numerical simulation can address some of the grand challenges facing
humanity, such as exploring the mysteries of the universe and discovering new forms
of energy. Numerical simulation in astrophysics, for example, has led to ground-
breaking discoveries about the nature of black holes and the universe’s structure.

Numerical simulation is not limited to academic research and can play a critical
role in industrial applications. For example, numerical simulation can be used to
design manufacturing processes and optimize production systems. Manufacturers can
identify the most efficient and cost-effective strategies by simulating different manu-
facturing scenarios and evaluating their impact on production output and quality.

Numerical simulation can also be used to design and optimize buildings and
infrastructure. For example, simulations can be used to test the behavior of structures
under different loading conditions and to evaluate the effectiveness of different
design strategies. This can lead to the development of more resilient and sustainable
buildings and infrastructure, better able to withstand natural disasters and the effects
of climate change [7].

One area of research that is currently gaining momentum is the use of quantum
computing in numerical simulation. Quantum computers operate on the principles of
quantum mechanics, which enable them to perform specific calculations much faster
than classical computers. This makes quantum computers particularly well-suited for
simulating the behavior of quantum systems, such as the behavior of molecules and
materials.

As quantum computing technology advances, it is expected to significantly
impact numerical simulation in various fields, from materials science to drug dis-
covery. However, significant challenges still exist in developing quantum computing
hardware and software. As a result, it may be some time before quantum computing
becomes a practical tool for numerical simulation.
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In addition, using numerical simulation is also creating new opportunities for
interdisciplinary research by bringing together experts from different fields to
collaborate on complex problems. For example, studying complex systems such as
ecosystems or the human brain requires input from biology, physics, mathematics,
and computer science experts.

As interdisciplinary research becomes increasingly important, researchers must
develop new ways of communicating and collaborating across disciplines. This may
involve the development of new tools and techniques for data sharing and analysis,
as well as new approaches to education and training that encourage interdisciplinary
thinking and collaboration.

Another area of research gaining momentum is using simulations in developing
smart cities. Simulations can be used to model the behavior of urban systems, such
as traffic flow and energy consumption, and to identify strategies for optimizing
resource use and reducing waste. This can lead to the development of more sustain-
able and resilient urban environments, better able to cope with the challenges of
climate change and population growth.

Moreover, integrating simulations with other technologies, such as virtual and
augmented reality, opens new education, training, and design possibilities. For
example, simulations can create immersive learning experiences and train profession-
als in high-risk fields, such as medicine and aviation. Simulations can also be used to
design and test new products and systems, reducing the need for costly and time-
consuming physical prototypes.

3. Challenges

Despite its many benefits, numerical simulation has its limitations. Models simplify
real-world systems and are only as accurate as the assumptions and approximations
made in their development. Furthermore, simulations can be computationally expen-
sive, and the results can be sensitive to the numerical methods and algorithms used in
the simulation.

Another challenge is the need for better validation and verification of simulations.
Because simulations are based on mathematical models, validating and verifying
experimentally can be challenging. As a result, researchers must rely on a combina-
tion of physical experiments, empirical data, and mathematical analysis to ensure
that their simulations are accurate and reliable [8].

There are also some ethical concerns associated with its use. For example, using
simulations to design autonomous weapons raises questions about the morality of
using machines to make life-or-death decisions. Similarly, using simulations to model
the behavior of financial markets raises questions about the ethics of using algorithms
to make decisions that affect people’s lives and livelihoods.

Another concern is the potential for simulations to perpetuate bias and
discrimination. Models are only as accurate as the data they are trained on. The
generated simulations may perpetuate those biases and inequalities if that data con-
tains preferences or reflects societal disparities. As such, it is crucial for research-
ers to be aware of the potential for bias in their simulations and to take steps to
mitigate it.

There is also a concern that the increasing reliance on numerical simulation
may lead to a loss of intuition and creativity in scientific and engineering research.
For example, as researchers become increasingly reliant on simulations to generate
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predictions and test theories, there is a risk that they may need help to think outside
the box and come up with novel ideas [9].

As the use of numerical simulation continues to grow, researchers need to remain
vigilant about these tools’ potential risks and limitations. Models are inherently
simplifications of reality, and simulations can be sensitive to the assumptions and
approximations made in their development. As such, it is essential for researchers to
validate their models and simulations using experimental data and to continuously
refine their models and algorithms to ensure accuracy and reliability [10].

Moreover, increasing complexity and size of simulations can present significant
computational challenges, requiring large-scale parallel computing resources and
specialized software. As such, it is important for researchers to have access to these
resources and to develop strategies for efficient and scalable simulations.

4, Conclusions

In conclusion, a numerical simulation is a powerful tool transforming scientific
and engineering research and a wide range of industrial and scientific applications. As
the use of numerical simulation continues to grow, researchers must remain vigilant
about these tools’ potential risks and limitations and ensure that ethical consider-
ations are carefully considered. However, the possibilities of numerical simulation
are immense. By continuing to explore new frontiers and develop new approaches
and techniques, researchers can unlock the full potential of numerical simulation and
progress in some of humanity’s most challenging and important problems.

From aerospace engineering to biotechnology, finance to materials science,
numerical simulation is helping researchers to explore and understand the world in
new and exciting ways. As computational power continues to increase and new simu-
lation methods are developed, the potential of numerical simulation to revolutionize
science and engineering research is only set to grow.

As the integration of numerical simulation with other emerging technologies
continues to accelerate, researchers can unlock new possibilities for research and
development, leading to new insights and discoveries that can help address some of
humanity’s most pressing challenges. By pushing the boundaries of numerical simula-
tion and exploring new frontiers, researchers can continue to harness the power of
this tool to make progress in their fields and improve society as a whole.

Author details

Ali Soofastaei
Artificial Intelligence Center, Australia

*Address all correspondence to: ali@soofastaei.net

IntechOpen

© 2023 The Author(s). Licensee IntechOpen. This chapter is distributed under the terms of
the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0),
which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided

the original work is properly cited.

5



Numerical Simulation — Advanced Techniques for Science and Engineering

References

[1] Cheepu M, Kantumuchu VC.
Numerical simulations of the effect

of heat input on microstructural
growth for MIG-based wire arc
additive manufacturing of Inconel 718.

Transactions of the Indian Institute of
Metals. 2023;76(2):473-481

[2] Gou R et al. Study on the tribological
properties of diamond and SiC
interactions using atomic scale numerical
simulations. Tribology International.
2023;178:108093

[3] Kihara K, Okada N. Numerical
simulation model of gas-liquid-solid
flows with gas-liquid free surface

and solid-particle flows. Chemical
Engineering Science. 2023;270:118507

[4] Kumari K, Donzis DA. Regimes of
optical propagation through turbulence:
Theory and direct numerical simulations.
Waves in Random and Complex Media.
2023;122:1-35

[5] Lu Q et al. Numerical simulation of
defect influence on nanosecond laser
manufacturing. International Journal of
Thermal Sciences. 2023;183:107900

(6] Rawlins BT, Laubscher R, Rousseau P.
A fast thermal non-equilibrium Eulerian-
Eulerian numerical simulation
methodology of a pulverised fuel
combustor. Thermal Science and
Engineering Progress. 2023;161:101842

[7] Song X et al. Calibration of DEM
models for fertilizer particles based on
numerical simulations and granular

experiments. Computers and Electronics
in Agriculture. 2023;204:107507

[8] Vantadori S et al. Numerical
simulation of the shear strength of
the shot-earth 772-granite interface.

6

Construction and Building Materials.
2023;363:129450

[9] Wang Y et al. Experimental research
and numerical simulation of the
multi-field performance of cemented
paste backfill: Review and future
perspectives. International Journal of
Minerals, Metallurgy and Materials.
2023;30(2):193-208

[10] Wei X et al. Numerical simulation
of anti-plane wave propagation

in heterogeneous media. Applied
Mathematics Letters. 2023;135:108436



